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Firefighters work to extinguish the house at 338 S Miller. The house caught on fire Wednesday morning. Sherman
Alberty and Steve Shipman were able to retrieve a young girl through a window who was trapped in the house.

Sherman Alberty wipes
blood from his face as he
recaps the remarkable sit-
uation. Alberty was home
for his work break as he
noticed the neighboring
house on fire.
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Two Vinita men rescue girl in house fire

Megan Shaimes

Journal Reporter

Around 10 a.m. Wednesday morning, mail-
man, Steve Shipman was making his routes
on South Miller Street at about the same time
McDonald’s employee, Sherman Alberty was
coming home on his break.

Both men noticed the house at 338 S. Miller
-rented by Mike Savala and Heather Jackson-
on fire, with smoke bustling out.

“The mailman was calling the fire depart-
ment about the same time I was, then we both

ran up to the house and opened the back door,
and then we heard a little girl screaming,” said
Alberty.

The girl (who has yet to be identified) was
home alone and trapped in the back part of
her house.

“We knocked out the windows with a board,”
said Alberty, “then we cleaned out the glass
and pulled her out of the window. I asked her
if there was anyone else in the house, and she
said no.”

Sherman mentioned that the family had pets,

including two new puppies. And as firefight-
ers were working, one of the small puppies
came running out of the house, blackened
from the fire.

The pup appeared to be in good condition,
greeting the firefighters like heroes. The con-
dition of the other animals had not been de-
termined.

Firefighters worked hard to extinguish the
fire, and there were minimal flames after a
matter of minutes. The cause of the fire has
yet to be determined.
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Fireman Kevin Huxtable holds the puppy belonging
to the owners of the house and was rescued as the fire

was being extinguished.

City progresses with land acquisition for library

Denton Thomason
Journal Reporter

The Vinita City Council took another step
forward in the process of purchasing land
owned by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railroad during a short semi-monthly meeting
held Tuesday night.

The city is pursuing the purchase of a lot of
railroad-owned land, located on the northwest
corner of Scraper Street and Illinois Avenue,
where the old Safeway building sits. The city
plans to transform the old building into a new
library/civic center.

City Attorney Leonard Logan expressed that
it is in the best interest of Vinita to acquire the
property and the council approved to have an
environmental study done as part of the acqui-

sition process.

The study will cost between $2,500 and
$3,000.

In other news, the council approved for local
attorney Joe Gardner to serve as the municipal
judge.

Gardner had been alternating that duty with
former municipal judge Bryce Lair, who ten-
dered his resignation in February.

Gardner will now be the full-time judge with
attorney Kevin Dodson to serve as an alter-
nate.

As requested by the Vinita Police
Department, the council approved to promote
officer Ryan Kester to the rank of sergeant.

The council also approved invoices of
$168,344 and $15,268 for the federal grant

project that is funding the ongoing runway ex-
tension project at the Vinita Municipal Airport.
That the project is 84 percent complete at thls
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Today ’s Inserts Deann Bruce talking about the Hall-Halsell Elementary

STREET SCENES Book Fair ongoing ... Lorraine Pitts get better soon

... Denise Sparkman sending a reminder that VHS
- = ~ progress reports will be out next Tuesday ... Ally Miller gathering information
on FFA activities ..

. Jake says I tried paying my bills with a smile, but they
wanted money.
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