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A t our most recent Branch 
Officers Training, a ques-
tion was asked concerning 

the time it takes to get bylaws ap-
proved. This branch officer was 
under the impression that it could 
take several months to almost a 
year to receive a decision. She 
might have been told this by some-
one who experienced an extended 
wait time, but this would be an ex-
ception rather than the rule. 

As the chair of the Committee of 
Laws, I have worked with my fel-
low committee members to make 
sure that we get branches and 
state associations a response as 
soon as possible. I wrote in my July 
article about providing a response 

within 30 to 45 days from the date of receipt, and I was 
using that as a conservative estimate. The turnaround 
can be shorter or longer depending on the extent of the 
changes and the schedule of the committee members. 

We know that branches and state associations can put 
a lot of time and effort into creating or amending bylaws, 
so we want to get them back to you so you can officially 
implement your proposed changes. Remember, even if it 
is something agreed to by your members, it’s just “pro-
posed” until approved by the Committee of Laws. Article 
11, Section 3 of the NALC Constitution states in part, 
“by-laws and subsequent alterations or amendments 
made thereto shall not take effect until so approved.” 
(Emphasis added.) The only exception to this would be 
changes made to the bylaws “fixing the time and place 
of meetings, and the amount of initiation fees, dues and 
reinstatement fees.” Those would become effective at 
the time determined by the branch or state association. 

When you follow the process outlined in Article 15 of 
the NALC Constitution, a branch can have bylaw chang-
es approved by their members within 30 days. Con-
sider, for example, a branch introduces bylaw changes 
at its September meeting, votes and approves them at 
the October meeting (30 days), then immediately sub-
mits them to the Committee of Laws; in this case, the 
branch can have them back by or before the December 
meeting. I used that example because I know it was a 
reality for the branches or state associations that sub-
mitted changes this past October. Some might have 
actually had them returned by the November meeting.

The key to the quickest return possible is  the Members 
Only portal of the NALC website. As I have written previ-
ously, you can track the status of your bylaws through 
the portal as well. Another way to access the portal is 
by going to the assistant-secretary treasurer page under 
the “Union Administration” tab on the NALC website for 
direct links and forms to complete for bylaw submission.

It should be noted that only presidents, secretaries 
and treasurers have access to the bylaw menu in the 
portal. At some point we will have it where the presi-
dent can provide access to any member or officer as 
designated. 

For those who have access, once inside the Mem-
bers Only portal, you will see the “By-Laws” button 
and when you click on it, it will take you to the “Main-
tain Bylaws” section of the database. From there you 
can amend or create bylaws directly by typing them in 
by article and section. And that’s important because 
a change to each section should be entered just like 
you would on the hard-copy version. Be careful not to 
“submit” each article and section as a separate bylaw 
submission. There is a tutorial in the “Maintain Bylaw” 
section to help you every step of the way. 

If you already have it typed up as a PDF from the fill-
able form provided on my webpage, you also can di-
rectly upload it through the portal. Simply drag and 
drop and I will receive your changes instantly once it 
is submitted. The program will confirm the successful 
submission by responding “file uploaded complete.”

You also are able to view any submission that we have 
currently in the database for your branch or state associa-
tion. We are working on digitalizing and uploading in the 
database any hard-copy file that we have at Headquarters 
that is not already available for your viewing. If you are us-
ing the portal, make sure that you include a copy of your 
current bylaws as well. This can help if we have any ques-
tions concerning the context of what is submitted. 

Complete all of the information requested, including 
your contact information. A direct phone number and/
or an email address for the contact person will suffice. 

Disclaimer: For purists like me who love mail and the 
Postal Service, this in no way implies a preference for 
digital over our beloved mail service. This just provides 
a quicker response time. Mailed bylaw changes are still 
very much welcome! 

In closing, I wish all a very merry Christmas, a hap-
py Hanukkah,  joyous Kwanzaa and a prosperous new 
year, from my family to yours.

Mack I.  
Julion
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In past articles, I have shared 
information about the Postal 
Service’s need to replace old-

er model vehicles in the deliv-
ery fleet. In working to replace 
these vehicles, the Postal Ser-
vice is scheduled to deploy the 
Next Generation Delivery Vehicle 
(NGDV) in mid- to late 2024. How-
ever, the NGDV is not the only op-
tion the Postal Service is consid-
ering for the delivery fleet. This 
month, I would like to share in-
formation on the latest commer-
cial off-the-shelf (COTS) vehicle 
model that USPS is evaluating, 
along with a recent update to the 
Mobile Delivery Device (MDD-TR).  

Morgan Olson C250 pilot test
In October, the 

Postal Service noti-
fied NALC of its in-
tent to pilot test a 
Morgan Olson C250 
vehicle at six loca-
tions across the 
country. The Morgan 
Olson C250 is a COTS 
internal combustion engine vehicle (ICE) that operates on 
pump gasoline. USPS states that the purpose of the test 
is to evaluate the performance and maneuverability of the 
vehicle when utilized in Postal Service operations. 

Recently, my staff and I visited the USPS engineering 
facility in Merrifield, VA, to review this new vehicle. The 
C250 is equipped with many of the modern features 
found in today’s passenger vehicles. A key fob is used 
to unlock the doors and to start the engine. A panel 
inside the cabin area holds push-button controls for a 
fan that is mounted on the dashboard, heated driver’s 
seat, steering wheel and side mirrors, LED lighting 
for the cabin and cargo areas, and exterior rear aux-
iliary strobe lighting. There is a control for switching 
the vehicle between two-wheel drive (2WD) and four-
wheel drive (4WD) to accommodate handling in various 
weather conditions. Additional cabin area controls op-
erate the radio, power windows, hazard lights, heating 
and air conditioning. A small monitor, mounted above 

COTS vehicle pilot test  
and MDD-TR updates




