‘We are honored to be able
to help our fellow citizens’

Your story (May 17)
on the letter carrier from
Tecumseh who was killed
after helping run the letter
carriers’ annual Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive last year
has received national atten-
tion - for good reason.
Reporter Jackie Koch
superbly told the story of
Brian Mueller, a letter carrier
and father of three who had
moved to Florida from Te-
cumseh a few years ago. He
died in an accident in May
of 2017 in Clearwater, Fla.,
after staying late to assure
that all the food carriers had
collected that day would be
taken to local food banks.
As Koch noted, his wife,
Sheila, subsequently moved
back to Tecumseh, where
she put out a bag of food
for the recent May 12 food
drive. Attached to the bag
was a note explaining that
the food was donated in
memory of her husband.
With the help of generous
Tecumseh residents, letter
carriers collected two-and-
a-half truckloads of food to

help local food banks meet
the need over the summer
months, when school meal
programs aren't available.

Held the second Saturday
every May, the letter car-
riers' effort is the nation’s
largest one-day food drive.
Owver its first quarter-century,
letter carriers collected 1.6
billion pounds of food to
replenish local pantries,
church shelves and shelters.
We're awaiting this year's
total.

Because letter carriers
are in every neighborhood
across the country six and
even seven days a week,
delivering to 156 million
addresses daily, we see per-
sonally the needs in com-
munities. One in six Ameri-
cans - including millions of
children, senior citizens and
veterans - faces issues of
hunger.

We are honored to be
able to help our fellow citi-
Zens.

More broadly, the U.S.
Postal Service, which is
based in the Constitution,

handles an astonishing 47
percent of the world's mail
while providing Americans
and their businesses with
the most-affordable deliv-
ery network anywhere. It's
the center of civic life in
small towns and rural areas
throughout the country. The
Postal Services operates
with earned revenue - not
taxpayer money. USPS is
the centerpiece of the $1.4
trillion national mailing in-
dustry, which employs 7 mil-
lion Americans in the private
sector = including 266,223
Michiganders. It's the largest
civilian employer of military
veterans; nearly one in four
letter carriers is wearing his
or her second uniform in
service to our nation.

We're looking forward to
holding our biennial national
convention in your beauti-
ful state; thousands of letter
carrier delegates will gather
July 16-20 in Detroit.

Fredric Rolando, President,
MNational Association
of Letter Carriers



‘In memory of my husband’

Briar and Shella Mueler plctured In 2015,

Food drive receives a
special donation

By JAUKIE K{M_H
Jookie @ tecumeshferald com

The cald and wet weather last Saturday
wiasn'l enough 10 stop mail carriers
a1 the Tecumssh Post (ffice [rom
callectng donated foond during the
Annual Stamp Ol
Hunger Food Deive,
with ane domalxm
that held addiconal
sipnalicance.

“Even with the
Bad weather, the mail
carrsers calbected
1,246 pounds of fomd
Thaat v donated]
by the Tecurseh
commurmty,” saxl
Calleen Sunderland
with the Tecumseh
Service Club,
whach received the
domalzes, The Tood
callectzm Mlled e
and & hall ks

YL was 8 crary day
[or the mail carriers as

they had o oollect the Food in the rain while
warking armund all of the cars parked on the
streels for the Cily™s annusl parage wle,”
Sumdierland sasd. “They did @ great job adding
this on bop of their usual oh!™

Among the collectad bags of qans
and boxes was a full paper bag with a
o il writlen on the side.
N “Food demalzon in memony
ol my bushand Brian
Mueller, who worked at the
Clearwialer Post (6Toce, was
N in charge of this program
O theme. Sadly we lost him
unexpiecledly a5l year
when he was an his way
| Bwene afber helping From
| the Tood drive. Wi kve and
miss him so much. Love,

Sumcleriam] wias
commpel2ed b learn the
slory behind the note, 5o
she reached out o Mueller's
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Special message comes with donation in
Tecumseh post office food drive

widow, Bhetla, an soczal media,
wha then spakes o The Herald
ahivul her busband,

Sheila suid she had flbed
the bag and lell it for her leler
carrier. “1 just wrale an lhe
autside of the bag slating that
the [ood was being donated in
memary of my bhushamd, whio
was in charge af the food drive
in Clearsater, Flomida,” she
said, The Mueller famaly, Ann
Arbar anza natives, had moved
s Flarida i 2014 alter living
in Tecumssh for 17 vears.
Whils in Michigan, Brian had
wirked al the Ypsilan: Post
Offee For two decades and
alwn spearbeaded the food
drive there. Aller working al
the post oflice in Tallahasses
for 2 couple of years, Brian
ransferred 1o the Clearwater
offioe and had anly been thene
eight manths when the time
came For the annual food drve,
hu! be wad mslramental in
making thal run srnoathly, Wo.

The 2017 Samp (hat
Hunger Food Drive was held
an May 13, and Brian stayed
late ab the past allice b
arganiee the days donatsons
amnid losd them oalo tracks
heading for local lood banks,
Just before 6:30 that evening
e was on his way home,
anil as he approached an
intersecizon, a driver pulled
aut in froat of his motorcyele,

LT U T

Fizturad (- am Tacumsah Sendos Civb vallmbears Bl Ahodabengey Dabby Kaymar Colean Sundaniang,
Jurvnier Shedern, MEe Sundedand ang Mards Shearey

resullzng in fatal imjuries for
the [&lher of three.

A few weeks later his Family
galhened a1 the Clearwater
Frost (MTce for a ceremony
o gift 2 510,000 donation 1o
the Joczl food pantry of RCS
Finellas in Brian's name, 2
contribution offered by CVS
Health &nd an honor suggestsd
by Al Friedman, pressdent af
the Florida State Assecialion
of Letter Carriers. Friedman
said Brian was “a dedicated
guy.” This year"s foond drive o

benelit the ROCS Pinellas Tood
panlry was dedicabad by Bran
in cedebration af his Life and
WETVICE.

Sheila amd the couple’™s wo
yaunger chaldren, Collin, a
Tecumseh High Schood smiar,
and Morgan, a freshman,
moved back o Tecumseh alter
the acexdent o be close Lo thedr
roails, while Austing, 22, stayed
in Flarsda

“He was just ome al those
guys with @ big heart, always
willing 10 help anyvhody he

Ccame across,” Sheila saxl of
her labe hiashband. “He was
wiery known around Tecumseh
Publs: Schools for volunlserng
#l the schoals, woo. He just
loved W voelumeer for things.™
While his loss el an
emply space in Lheir lives,
Brian's generosily lives on,
in his effect on his loved ones
and those whs knew him. “He
wias just the type of persan
that anyhody he cami acrioss,
he lell a mark in their beart,”
said Bheila.



