
As a union member, you try to buy
union-made products to support
the labor movement. Now there

is another way to assure that your buy-
ing decisions don’t penalize workers.
By downloading music, movies and
books only from legal sources on the
Internet, you can protect thousands of
American jobs.

Media piracy—illegally selling or
copying songs, movies, TV shows or
books—costs the U.S. entertainment
industry billions of dollars a year. That
hurts workers employed by the indus-
try. The impact extends far beyond a
few pampered movie stars and musi-
cians. The industry employs thousands
of craft and technical workers who trans-
port and operate equipment, manage
props or costumes, work in production
studios, build sets, or handle the many
other behind-the-scenes work involved

in making the stars look and sound
good. Just watch the closing credits of a
movie to see how many jobs are
involved. These are the folks who do the
work that makes the movie possible.

Many of these workers are paid on a
royalty basis, which means every illegal
sale or copy takes pay out of their pockets.
It also hurts their benefits, since royalties
partly fund their health and pension plans.

The Internet is full of sources to
download media, but how do you know
which ones are legal and pay these work-
ers their due? Now there’s a way to find
out. Go to mpaa.org/contentprotection/
get-movies-tv-shows to find a list of legit-
imate download sites. An alliance of
entertainment industry unions has
endorsed the site. The list is expanding
as the Motion Picture Association of
America gathers new sites, so check
back often. ✉
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Executive Council
returns to work
Shortly after the 67th convention adjourned in
August, all 28 members of the NALC Executive
Council met at the union’s headquarters in Wash-
ington to begin enacting the decisions convention
delegates made in Anaheim. The Council met for
four days followed; a day-long special trustees
session followed.

Support union workers
Keep your downloads legal


