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It seems fitting to start the conver-
sation about our 2020 “Stamp Out 
Hunger®” Food Drive in this “He-

roes of the Year” issue of The Postal 
Record. As you read through these 
pages, you will find inspiring stories 
of letter carriers and their union step-
ping up to make a big difference in 
the lives of their customers.

That other “season of giving,” one 
close to the hearts of so many of us, is 
just around the corner. May 9, 2020, 
will mark the 28th anniversary of our 

national food drive. Consider: more than a quarter century 
of delivering hope and sustenance to those in need. 

Registering for the drive
We’ve improved and evolved over the years. There now 

is a quick and easy way to register for the drive. Using the 
Members Only portal at nalc.org, branch presidents can 
simply click the “Food Drive” button, update their branch 
information, click the “complete registration” button and 
get confirmation of registration at the top of the “review” 
screen. That’s it. This also is the place to order partnership 
materials—bags, signs and other promotional items—to 

help get the word out.
All branch presidents who register online are guaranteed 

food drive reminder postcards. Not yet registered for Mem-
bers Only access? It’s easy; it can be done from any com-
puter and it provides all members, not just branch presi-
dents, with important and specific information tailored to 
them. If you’re not a branch president, please remind yours 
that only he or she can register for the food drive online.

That is the only way to secure reminder postcards early. 
Otherwise, registration forms will be mailed out by the end 
of December to branches that have not yet registered.

Save the date
Saturday, May 9, 2020—it has a nice ring to it. Whether 

you’re new to the drive, have been with us since the begin-
ning or are somewhere in between, thanks and congratula-
tions are in order. You work day in and day out to create the 
trust we enjoy with our customers. And thanks to that trust, 
in our first 27 years, we’ve collected a grand total of 1.67 
billion pounds of food. We know that letter carriers are the 
“eyes and ears” of our communities. Our food drive proves 
that we are also their hearts and souls.

Please join us to make our 28th national food drive the 
best ever. The Food Drive portal will open for branch online 
registration on Dec. 16. The 28th anniversary “Stamp Out 
Hunger” Food Drive, here we come!

Seasons of giving 

Assistant to the President 
for Community Services 
Christina Vela Davidson

Staff Reports

After logging into the Members Only portal (r), 
branch presidents should click on the “Stamp Out 
Hunger” Food Drive logo to get to the registration 
area (above).

Injured workers have few friends. 
The minute you report an injury, 
many of your colleagues seem to 

fall off the map. You can be a great 
letter carrier, loved and respected by 
managers and fellow workers, but 
the minute you suffer and report an 
injury, you may be abandoned by 
those who you know so well.

The reasons for this are obvious 
to most letter carriers. Supervisors 
abandon you because a recordable 
injury increases their workload and 
requires them to fill out forms that 
are foreign to most of management. 

Then, there’s your now-vacant route that has to be covered.
And that’s when your co-workers may abandon you. 

Perhaps the ODLers and CCAs will be happy to cover your 
route, but for some, it’s a different story. Instead of having 
their long weekend off to attend a child’s sporting event, 
they now have to come in and carry your route. 

And then there’s your family. Suffering a workplace injury 
means no more overtime. No more Saturday evenings out 
for dinner and a movie, as you all adapt to the economics 
of the injured. You’re suddenly homebound, interrupting 
the daily routine of your spouse or family. Adjusting to this 
new reality can be stressful for all.

Why does our species act this way? Is it genetic—do our 
genes tell us to abandon the weakest few for the survival 
of the many?

Or is there a lingering doubt as to the authenticity of your 
injury, reinforced by the media? There is a well-known term 
to explain what gets reported in the press—if it bleeds, it 
leads. Some news outlets seem to revel in reporting on the 
injured worker found bowling, hiking or (God forbid) tak-
ing a vacation. As if people with disabilities should be pre-
vented from attempting to have a good life, despite their 
now-altered existence.

Many years ago, I had a seriously injured co-worker who 
went from friend to foe because the NALC could not stop 
agents of the Postal Service Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) from following her day and night. Whether we like 
it or not, the OIG has the right to investigate just about 
anyone, at any time. I greatly miss my former friend’s 
good-natured laughter and joie de vivre. Some things are 
irreplaceable.

There is a meanness in this world that was absent from 
the country I grew up in—a country founded on principles 
of justice and compassion. 

In his book The Unknown Shore, the late Patrick O’Brien 
writes about a crew on an 18th-century frigate that’s sink-
ing off the coast of South America. The ship’s crew mem-
bers take some solace in the fact that they were swim-
ming toward the shore of a country whose values included 
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