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Veterans’ legislation roundup (continued)

Veterans Group

C OVID-19 has affected virtually 
every element of legislating dur-
ing the second session of the 

116th Congress. Despite the inaction 
on most major legislation, a few note-
worthy pieces of veterans’ legislation 
successfully made it across the finish 
line prior to the election. 

Bills signed into law

H.R. 1812—Veteran Center Eligibility 
Expansion Act (became law Oct. 20, 
2020) 

This bill provides mental health ser-
vices such as counseling for National 
Guard, Reserve or Coast Guard mem-
bers who responded to national disas-
ters, emergencies or drug interdictions, 
all high-stress situations that often 
have an impact on mental health. 

H.R. 2372—Veterans’ Care Quality 
Transparency Act (became law Oct. 
20, 2020) 

This bill requires the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) to evalu-
ate various aspects of mental health 
and suicide prevention services of 
non-VA entities who partner through 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA). 

S. 785—Commander John Scott Han-
non Veterans Mental Health Care Im-
provement Act of 2019 (became law 
on Oct. 17, 2020) 

This bill seeks to strengthen out-
reach to veterans and provide expand-
ed options for mental health, with 
the goal of reducing veteran suicide. 
It includes increasing the VA mental 
health workforce at veteran centers; 
increasing rural access for veterans 
through telehealth; creating a pilot 
program to provide free access to dif-
ferent types of holistic therapies such 

as animal, art, agricultural, sports and 
post-traumatic growth (PTG); creating 
a grant program to collaborate with 
veterans community organizations 
to help identify at-risk veterans and 
provide services aimed at prevention; 
and studying suicide risks based on 
environmental factors such as high 
altitude. The legislation also requires 
a study of VA suicide prevention re-
sources.

House activity
Prior to the November election, the 

House of Representatives unanimous-
ly passed several veterans-related 
measures, which now await Senate 
action. Most notably, two are aimed 
at the issues of mental health and sui-
cide prevention. 

H.R. 8247—Veterans’ Comprehensive 
Prevention, Access to Care, and Treat-
ment (COMPACT) Act of 2020 

This bill seeks to reduce suicide 
by providing symptom-based emer-
gency crisis, creating a pilot program 
for information sharing between the 
VA and designated friends and family 
of veterans, tracking and reporting on 
transition from active service to vet-
eran status, establishing a program 
to educate caregivers of veterans 
with mental health disorders, estab-
lishing an inter-agency outdoor recre-
ation task force for veterans, contact-
ing out-of-touch veterans for compre-
hensive medical exams in order to 
keep coverage eligibility, requiring 
crisis intervention and training annu-
ally for VA police to assist in the de-
escalation of high-stress situations, 
identifying gaps in care for homeless 
female veterans, and ascertaining 
the locations where female veterans 
are receiving their VA health care to 
ensure that care there meets their 
needs.

In addition to the bills above, the 
House also passed measures aimed 
at supporting veterans through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, addressing VA 
debt collection and contraception for 
female veterans.

H.R. 7105—Dependable Employment 
and Living Improvements for Veter-
ans’ Economic Recovery (DELIVER) Act

This bill took six separate bipartisan 
measures and folded them into one 
bill that would expand services such 
as food, shelter, education, training, 
legal services and access to telehealth 
services for homeless and unem-
ployed veterans during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

H.R. 5245—Stopping Harm and Im-
plementing Enhanced Lead-time for 
Debts for Veterans (SHIELD for Veter-
ans) Act 

This bill prevents the VA from col-
lecting benefit overpayments result-
ing from a delay in processing and 
extends to 90 days’ notice of intent 
to recollect payment before collect-
ing, gives veterans the right to dispute 
an overpayment or ask for a waiver of 
debt. The VA must also report to Con-
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gress within 180 days of enactment 
on its plan to improve its communica-
tions with regard to overpayments. 

H.R. 3798—Equal Access to Contra-
ception for Veterans Act 

This bill extends female veterans’ ac-
cess through the VA to the same no-cost, 
basic contraceptives available to civil-
ians through the Affordable Care Act. 

Senate activity
In addition to the bills that recently 

became law, the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee has taken an interest 
in the Postal Service to ensure that de-
livery of medications to veterans dur-
ing the pandemic are prioritized. The 
Committee also saw the introduction 
of a few measures.

S. 4579—Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) Act 

This bill would increase COLA ben-
efits for wartime disability compen-
sation, dependent compensation, 
clothing allowance, dependency and 
indemnity compensation for spouses 
and children. 

S. 4393—Toxic Exposure in the Ameri-
can Military (TEAM) Act of 2020 

This bill changes the evaluation and 
care by the VA of veterans who are ex-
posed to toxic substances during their 
military service.

S. 4511—Veterans Benefits Enhance-
ment Act 

This bill would expand education, 

legal and burial benefits for survivors 
and members of the National Guard or 
Reserve.

With the lame-duck session coming 
to a close, it is unclear whether the 
bills listed under House and Senate 
activity will make it to the finish line, 
or if other bills can be expected. Either 
way, the 117th Congress is expected to 
once again see a myriad of veterans-
related legislation.
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Join the NALC Veterans Group

If you are interested in joining the 
group, complete the sign-up card at  
nalc.org/veterans.

In Memoriam

NALC offers deepest sympathies to the families and friends of departed brothers and sisters
Kenneth M. Ross	 Br. 1902	 Arizona Merged
Edward Joubert	 Br. 35	 Little Rock, AK
Jesse M. Zamora	 Br. 231	 Central California
Jesus J. Buenrostro	 Br. 1100	 Garden Grove, CA
Minh T. Vi	 Br. 1100	 Garden Grove, CA
Becky M. Hayes	 Br. 133	 Sacramento, CA
Michael A. Treichak	 Br. 133	 Sacramento, CA
Hill J. Maniquiz	 Br. 2902	 Tri-Valley, CA
Carl E. Llafet II	 Br. 47	 Denver, CO
James D. Neel	 Br. 47	 Denver, CO
Albert C. Volpe	 Br. 229	 Pueblo, CO
Giuseppe Ferri	 Br. 11	 Chicago, IL
Allan W. Gilliean	 Br. 11	 Chicago, IL
Floyd S. Marshall	 Br. 11	 Chicago, IL
Patricia A. Larson	 Br. 245	 Rockford, IL
Martin F. Hanley Jr	 Br. 39	 Indianapolis, IN
Ronald D. Helmick	 Br. 39	 Indianapolis, IN
John K. Jorman	 Br. 39	 Indianapolis, IN
Randall D. Dunagan	 Br. 69	 Sioux City, IA
Charles W. Finnell	 Br. 361	 Lexington, KY
Kyomi J. Lewis	 Br. 361	 Lexington, KY
Don Chandraseri	 Br.2611	 Silver Spring, MD
James A. Wu	 Br. 34	 Boston, MA
Daniel A. Nowak	 Br. 1	 Detroit, MI
Robert T. Czartoryski	 Br. 232	 Jackson, MI 
Mark A. Harrington	 Br. 246	 Kalamazoo, MI
Robert M. Summerfield	 Br. 256	 Mid-Michigan

Harry B. Richards	 Br. 2184	 Western Wayne Co., MI
Christophe Phillips	 Br. 2942	 Hopkins, MN
Melvin H. Lange	 Br. 9	 Minneapolis, MN
Robert Steinmetz	 Br. 9	 Minneapolis, MN
Jerome J. Waalk	 Br. 9	 Minneapolis, MN
Henry C. Basinger	 Br. 1692	 Columbus, MS
John W. Fitzpatrick	 Br. 984	 St. Charles, MO
Steve J. Kereszteny	 Br. 425	 Bergen County Mgd., NJ
Edgar J. Decker	 Br. 5420	 Brick Town, NJ
E. A. Calabrese	 Br. 38	 New Jersey Mgd.
Anthony J. Digiovanni Jr.	 Br. 768	 Somerville, NJ
Edward I. Hoey Jr.	 Br. 6000	Long Island Mgd., NY
Thomas L. Maddock	 Br. 6000	Long Island Mgd., NY
David V. Smith	 Br. 6000	Long Island Mgd., NY
Richard S. Bendlock	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Mathias F. Golobic	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Joseph J. Gonzales	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Kevin D. Mcintyre	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Allan H. Nicholson	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Al L. Olsen	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Michael Onesko	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Michael J. Perna	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Frank Wasylko	 Br. 40	 Cleveland, OH
Daniel G. Woodard	 Br. 182	 Dayton, OH
Alfred S. Valenti	 Br. 196	 Elyria, OH
Ronald L. Hays	 Br. 45	 Springfield, OH
Donald E. Moberly	 Br. 458	 Oklahoma City, OK

John L. Rainbolt	 Br. 458	 Oklahoma City, OK
Wrayburn H. Hall	 Br. 916	 Eugene, OR
Dennis L. Hodges	 Br. 284	 Erie, PA
Warren N. Chew	 Br. 157	 Philadelphia, PA
Robert L. Cohen	 Br. 157	 Philadelphia, PA
James G. Krewson	 Br. 157	 Philadelphia, PA
William J. Balzer	 Br. 84	 Pittsburgh, PA
Harry L. Bauer	 Br. 84	 Pittsburgh, PA
Charles J. Knurek	 Br. 84	 Pittsburgh, PA
William G. Thornton	 Br. 84	 Pittsburgh, PA
Malik White	 Br. 84	 Pittsburgh, PA
Jack L. Gingery	 Br. 50	 Williamsport, PA
Joseph J. Harraka	 Br. 55	 Pawtucket, RI
Roger T. Christiansen	 Br. 491	 Sioux Falls, SD
W. J. Freeman	 Br. 950	 Abilene, TX
Frank L. Herrington	 Br. 950	 Abilene, TX
Roy W. Mauldin	 Br. 950	 Abilene, TX
Kelton T. Williamson	 Br. 950	 Abilene, TX
Charles L. Wattner	 Br. 132	 Dallas, TX
James J. Thomas	 Br. 3792	 Midland, TX
Thomas W. Allen	 Br. 4784	 Richardson, TX
Margaret J. White	 Br. 247	 Tidewater, VA
F. C. Lariviere	 Br. 79	 Seattle, WA
Donald A. Lowe	 Br. 79	 Seattle, WA
James A. Robinson	 Br. 79	 Seattle, WA
Issac M. Sanchez	 Br. 79	 Seattle, WA
Steven L. Kerr	 Br. 442	 Spokane, WA
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