
On Nov. 12, 2021, the Ha-
waii Department of Defense, 
along with the Hawaii Office 

of Veterans’ Services, held a rededi-
cation ceremony at the World War II 
Memorial Plaque in Honolulu. The 
original memorial was dedicated in 
1944 to commemorate the service 
of the Hawaiians who died during 
World War II. 

The memorial is decorated on four 
sides with an American eagle, the 
olive branch of peace, the shield of 
the United States, and the Hawaiian 

coat of arms. 880 names are carved into the sides of the 
monument. It is prominently located on King Street and 
Punchbowl Street, near the statue of King Kamehameha 
and across the street from Iolani Palace.

After a visit to Hawaii, many phone calls and several 
emails with the Director of the State Office of Veterans’ 
Services, Col. Ronald Han, the vision of this memorial 
came to life. I was heartbroken that I was not able to 
be there for the dedication due to surgery; however, 
having Air Force veteran Howard Komine, president of 
Honolulu, HI Branch 860, standing in my place was reas-
suring and amazing. I would not have wanted anyone 
else—thank you.

Col. Han opened the ceremony with a welcoming mes-
sage, which was followed by a prayer led by American 
Legion Chaplain Michele Hauser. The three keynote 
speakers were Major General Kenneth S. Hara, Chief 
Master Sgt. Bridget Komine and her husband, NALC’s 
own Howard Komine.

 “It’s been 80 years since the bombing of Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7,” Howard Komine said. “To have the World War 
II memorial laid out and fixed up—it’s beautiful.”

The renovation of the memorial plaque would not have 
been possible without the contribution of NALC members, a 
fact that was recognized at the ceremony. All three keynote 
speakers mentioned the benevolence of the NALC by name. 

“On behalf of our State Office of Veterans Services, thank 
you so very much for making this special ceremony hap-
pen,” Han stated. “We cannot sing enough praises on you 
and the NALC.”

In his speech, Komine recognized the absence of what 
would have been a large group of attendees at the rededica-
tion, had the ceremony taken place as planned during the 
2020 NALC convention.

“But for the COVID-19 pandemic,” he said, “there would 
have been hundreds of veteran letter carriers here today to 
honor all Americans of Hawaii who paid the ultimate sacri-
fice to preserve our freedom.”

Some other notable highlights of the day included the 
presence of a family member of a deceased Hawaiian who 
was present on Dec. 7, 1944, for the original dedication of 
the WWII Memorial, as well as three WWII veterans who are 
recipients of the Congressional Gold Medal. The veterans 
were accompanied by their family members and helped rep-
resent all WWII veterans.

During the program, Howard Komine was given the Gov-
ernor’s Commendation Certificate as a mark of the gratitude 
of the Hawaiian government for the generosity of the NALC.

 “I was just so proud that the NALC supported [the reded-
ication],” Komine said. “I took it as an honor to represent 
the NALC.”
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Throughout the 100-plus years 
of the Federal Employees’ Com-
pensation Act (FECA), there has 

been one constant principle in play—
the injured worker bears the burden 
of proving his or her case. Claims 
examiners working for the Office of 
Workers’ Compensation Programs 
(OWCP) adjudicate claims under 
FECA and look for five key elements 
to fulfill the burden of proof.

The first element is that the claim 
must be timely. The claim must be 
filed within three years after the date 
of the injury. However, if the claim is 

not filed within three years, the claim can be accepted if 
written notice of injury was given within 30 days and the 
employees’ immediate superior had actual knowledge 
(including verbal notification) of the injury within 30 days 
after occurrence. It is always important to inform your im-
mediate superior of an injury in writing, regardless of the 
severity.

The second element is whether the injured worker had 
status as a postal employee at the time of the injury. OWCP 
considers the supervisor’s completion of a claim form as 
prima facie proof of the worker’s status as an employee. 

The third element is the fact of injury, which has two 
components: factual and medical. The factual component 
is satisfied by the employees’ statement explaining how 
the injury occurred, including the date, time and location. 
The medical component requires a medical diagnosis from 
a doctor. Statements by nurse practitioners (NPs) and phy-
sician’s assistants (PAs) will be accepted if co-signed by a 
doctor.

The fourth element is performance of duty. The perfor-
mance of duty question normally is satisfied if there is no 
conflict in the evidence and if the facts establish that the 
employee was in a duty status, performing work as a letter 
carrier. OWCP recognizes that letter carriers are on postal 
property for only part of each working day and that many 
injuries occur away from the office. Accidents arising from 
travel to and from the route on the designated route of trav-
el are considered as being in performance of duty.

The fifth and perhaps most important element to be 
satisfied is an explanation of the causal relationship be-
tween the employee’s work factors and the diagnosed 
condition(s). OWCP finds that an injury or disease may be 
related to employment factors in any of four ways:

1. Direct causation: This type of relationship is dem-
onstrated when the injury or factors of employment, 
through a natural and unbroken sequence, result in 
the condition claimed. A fractured arm sustained 
in a fall would be considered a direct result of the 
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