
F inal arrangements are in prog-
ress as coordinators dot their 
i’s and cross their t’s for the 

2022 Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out 
Hunger® Food Drive on Saturday, 
May 14. Over the past 29 national 
food and donor drives, letter car-
riers have collected 1.82 billion 
pounds of food, assisted by count-
less volunteers who help collect 
and distribute the bags of non-
perishable food items customers 
leave next to their mailboxes on 
Food Drive Day. The food is distrib-

uted to local food pantries and food banks within the 
same communities where it was collected. 

By now, all food drive reminder postcards should 
be in post offices and ready for delivery to every ad-
dress in the country. Branch food drive coordinators 
are encouraged to connect with fellow employees to 
ensure that everything is set and ready to go. Local 
food drive coordinators can contact their regional 
leaders for help leading up to—and on—Food Drive 
Day. You can find the list of regional representatives, 
as well as other resources, in the Food Drive Tool Kit 
at nalc.org/food. To help further spread the word, the 
Postal Service will again distribute special Stamp Out 
Hunger buttons that letter carriers and other postal 
employees can wear in the days leading up to the 
drive. 

Afterward, branch food drive coordinators should 
return the official results form (found under the 
“Community Service” section of the website) to NALC 
Headquarters as soon as possible, but in all cases to 
arrive at NALC no later than the June 9 deadline for 
publication in The Postal Record. Photos, video clips 
and news media items from the food drive should 
be forwarded to Headquarters as soon as possible. 
We’d like to get photos, videos and news clips from 
the day of the food drive, but also of coordinators and 
employees getting ready for the drive. It will help us 
tremendously if you include a message with your pho-
tos that tells us your branch name and number, as 
well as the name of the city where your photos were 
taken. If possible, please also include the names of 
the people in the photo. 

If you are interviewed by local news media in your 
city—TV, radio or newspaper—or if your local stations 
or newspapers run stories about the food drive be-
forehand or afterward, please send an email to  food-
drivesocial@nalc.org or social@nalc.org and let us 

know the name of the news outlet and the approxi-
mate date and time the story ran. You also can send 
links to such stories to those email addresses. 

As we all know, we never know what tomorrow will 
bring and we never know if we will be in need—that is 
one reason why we help others and why the NALC does 
the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. Reaching out your 
hand and giving food is a small gesture, but will guaran-
tee that someone in need will be provided a meal. 

As I said before, visit nalc.org/community-service/
food-drive/food-drive-toolkit for last-minute ideas 
to help make this year’s food drive a success. There, 
you’ll also find a plethora of resources, plus links 
to the coordinators’ manual, support documents, 
graphics, videos and answers to frequently asked 
questions. I thank everyone for their hard work and 
wish each of you a successful drive.

Final alerts for 2022 annual food drive

Assistant to the President 
for Community Services 
Christina Vela Davidson
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Over the last decade, the Of-
fice of Workers’ Compen-
sation Programs (OWCP) 

has fundamentally changed the 
way that injury claims are filed 
and processed. By 2012, all fed-
eral agencies, including USPS, 
were required to have employees 
file claims electronically via the 
ECOMP web portal. While most 
federal agencies complied within 
the time allowed, USPS did not 
fully enable ECOMP claim filing 
until the spring of 2020.

Due to the pandemic, the prop-
er rollout of the ECOMP claim filing process did not 
get the attention it needed, and most USPS employ-
ees continued to file claims by requesting paper claim 
forms from their supervisor. At that time, USPS would 
complete its portion of the paper claim form, which 
would then be sent to an OWCP Case Create office in 
Jacksonville, FL.

When the Case Create office received the complet-
ed form, a file number would be issued, and the in-
jured worker would receive a letter acknowledging the 
claim. 

That changed in September 2020, when OWCP shut 
down the Case Create office. From that point forward, 
OWCP expected that all claims would be filed via the 
ECOMP web portal and that the paper forms would nev-
er be used again. However, due to the late entry into 
ECOMP claim filing, USPS continued, and continues, to 
accept paper claim forms from injured workers. 

Approximately 75 percent of all claims filed by USPS 
employees are still via paper claim forms, and that’s 
a big problem.

This is because each paper claim form must then 
be entered into ECOMP by the district Occupational 
Health office. The recent postal reorganization shifted 
many new personnel into Occupational Health offic-
es, and many employees are still learning how to do 
their jobs. By filling out a paper form, you are add-
ing more work to an already overworked employee. 
It’s like adding more deliveries to an already overbur-
dened route being carried by a new employee. 

So how can we fix this? The obvious place to start is 
by educating ourselves and our fellow workers on the 
basics of ECOMP claim filing. Letter carriers who are 
injured at work have the right to file a claim for their 
injuries, without any interference.

Injuries must be reported to your supervisor, but 
your supervisor does not have the right to tell you 


