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CSA numbers, retiree membership 
constitutional change reminder

Yes, newly issued Civil Ser-
vice Active (CSA) numbers 
look di�erent.

The O�ce of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM) is now issuing 
CSA numbers that incorporate 
both letters and numbers in their 
structure. 

E�ective March 31, the format 
was changed to ensure that OPM 
could “continue issuing new claim 
numbers without disruption.”

The most signi�cant change is 
that Fields 4 through 8 of the CSA 
number now will consist of random-
ly assigned alphanumeric charac-
ters instead of just numbers.

OPM’s format change did not af-
fect NALC’s Form 1189, which new-

ly retired members must complete to continue member-
ship into retirement, as the length of the CSA numbers 
remain the same. 

Reminder of constitutional change
At the NALC’s 2024 Biennial National Convention 

held in Boston, the delegates voted to approve a pro-
posed change to Article 2 of the NALC Constitution, 
which contains the provisions concerning membership 
in the NALC. 

The change that was adopted by the delegates was to Ar-
ticle 2, Section 3 (e), which addresses retiree membership 
in the NALC. This section of the Constitution will now read:

(e). a Form 1189 (Dues Check-O� Provision) must be signed 
by all retiring members within the NALC who wish to retain 
their membership in said organization. An annuitant that was 
a member in good standing at the time of retirement may also 
sign this Form and have their membership reinstated.

This change adopted by the delegates now allows a 
member who failed to �ll out a Form 1189, Request and 
Authorization for Voluntary Allotment from Annuity for 
Payment of Organization Dues to NALC at the time of re-
tirement, and subsequently was canceled for failure to 
timely complete an 1189, the opportunity to have their 
membership reinstated by completing a Form 1189.

Prior to this change, there were no provisions in the 
NALC Constitution that allowed a member who had retired 
and who did not complete the 1189 at the time of retire-
ment the ability to complete an 1189 once their member-
ship was canceled for failing to join the NALC as a retiree.

As a reminder, in order to be eligible to become a re-
tired member of the NALC, you must �rst be an active 
member of the NALC at the time of retirement.

Former active members who did not retain membership 
in the NALC as a retired member are now able to complete 
an 1189 if they desire to be reinstated. Please note that 
payment of retiree dues back to their retirement date will 
be collected from the member’s annuity at the time of re-
instatement upon completion of the Form 1189. 

The constitutional change will not alter the process 
in place at NALC concerning new retired members. Let-
ters and 1189s will still be mailed out to members from 
NALC Headquarters upon their retirement, including let-
ters with a deadline for returning the completed form. If 
the form is not received, the member will be canceled, 
per the Constitution. Again, the change will now allow a 
member who has been canceled for failure to complete 
the 1189 at retirement the ability to be reinstated.

Membership pins
Article 2, Section 5 of the NALC Constitution contains 

information on membership pins available to NALC mem-
bers. Per the Constitution, the branch secretary must notify 
the o�ce of the national secretary-treasurer that a member 
will complete the necessary years of membership, and the 
pin will be sent to the branch to present to the member. 

The noti�cation can be made two in ways—either in writ-
ing to the o�ce of the national secretary-treasurer or by the 
branch secretary through the Members Only portal. The 
pin request program on the Members Only portal sends the 
branch’s request directly to Headquarters electronically.

Membership pins are provided to branches at no 
charge beginning at 25 years and for each �ve-year 
increment therea�er. Membership pins for Years 5, 
10, 15 and 20 are available for purchase by branches 
from the NALC Store.

NALC members who have completed 50 years of 
membership are awarded a Life Membership Gold 
Card that entitles them to all privileges of member-
ship in the NALC without payment of dues. Again, all 
requests for gold cards must be made by the branch, 
per the Constitution. 

Please be aware that gold cards are a special order 
and must be engraved by an outside union vendor—so 
branches should allow four to six weeks for delivery.

Branches should also be aware that special rec-
ognition is given to members who reach 70 years of 
membership, and at each �ve-year increment thereaf-
ter, with a suitable plaque.
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